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Nursing Home hosts a cross-racial and religious lunar New Year celebration with over 200 residents
celebrating the lantern festival.

Around 40 volunteers from the Catholic Church of St. Alphonsus joined over 200 residents of the Sree
Narayana Mission nursing home to celebrate the festival on Sunday, February 5th. This is the first time
in two years that the residents were able to participate in a large-scale Lunar New Year celebration
without restrictions on the number of people.

The cross-racial and religious Lunar New Year celebration was organized by the Sree Narayana Mission
and the Sowers ministry volunteers from the Church of St. Alphonsus (commonly known as Novena
Church).

The guest of honor was Professor Faishal Ibrahim, Minister of Home Affairs and State Development.
In his speech, Faishal Ibrahim said that the event again showed that people of different backgrounds
in multi-racial and religious Singapore can celebrate each other's important holidays together,
showing appreciation and respect for each other's cultures.

About 30 residents from different races gathered in the nursing home's restaurant to watch lion dance
and singing performances, as well as live tossing of Yusheng (raw fish salad). The lion dance troupe
then visited the wards with Faishal lbrahim to greet other residents. The Sowers volunteers also
presented mandarins and red envelopes to all residents.

Mr Eric Lim, 43, who suffers from muscular dystrophy and is half paralyzed, entered the Sree Narayana
Mission nursing home in 2020 to relieve the burden on his family. He is also the chairman of the
nursing home's resident committee.

He recounts that when he first moved into the nursing home in 2020, during the Lunar New Year, it
was the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, and a banquet for residents was cancelled. Over the
next two years, the nursing home strictly followed social distancing rules and could only hold small
New Year celebrations.

"This year, with less restrictions, the atmosphere for the Lunar New Year celebration was livelier and
all the residents were very happy. Many of the elderly residents seemed younger." he said.



